Waverley forms a good example of this manner of treatment.
He was no favourite with his author, who called him "a sneaking piece of imbecility," and lost no opportunity of laying him low that affairs might progress in his absence. It seems to matter little whether it be a sprained ankle, a fever, or a fall of snow which keeps him out of the way, save that the former ailment gives occasion for a delightful bifc of Highland doctoring of a kind most congenial to Scott. " The surgeon, or he who assumed the office, appeared to unite the characters of a leech and a conjurer. 
